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phernes, the brother of the  Persian king.    Beseeching
him to stint nothing in promises, the exiles in their turn
assured him that they would pay him well and would also
Cake on themselves the whole costs of the expedition.    To
Artaphernes, therefore, Aristagoras held out not merely
these inducements but the further bait that the conquest
of Naxos would bring with it the possession of the neigh-
bouring islands, and even of Euboia, which would give
him the command of a large portion of the Boiotian and
Attic coast.    One hundred ships, he said, would amply
suffice for the enterprise; but Artaphernes, heartily as-
senting to the plan, promised him 200, while Dareios,
when his brother's report was laid before him, expressed
his full approval of the   scheme.      Unfortunately for
Aristagoras the Naxians received warning of the intended
expedition too soon ;   and their complete preparation
foiled the efforts of their enemies for four months or
more, while these efforts involved the waste of a vast
amount of money, not a little of which Aristagoras had
himself undertaken to provide.    He was thus in a posi-
tion of serious and immediate danger.    He had not in-
deed, as it has sometimes been urged against him, de-
ceived Artaphernes, for the result was not in his power;
but he had promised to bear the cost of maintaining the
fleet, and he no longer had the means of meeting it.
This alone might well seem to him an offence which
Artaphernes would never pardon ; and his mind naturally
reverted to thoughts familiar to the Asiatic Greeks from
the time when tjjey had passed under the dominion of
the Lydian monarchs and still more under the heavier
yoke of the Persian kings.    His action was determined,
it is said, by a message received at this time from His-
tiaios bidding him to shave the head of the bearer and
read what was written on it.   The tattooed marks con-
veyed an exhortation to revolt.
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